Statue of Liberty Handout
I) After you have taken the Statue of Liberty Virtual Tour, answer the following questions:

1. What were Auguste Bartholdi's motives for creating the statue?

2. List the specific symbols used in the design of the Statue of Liberty.

3. What concepts (shared American values, principles and beliefs) are communicated by these symbols?

4. How do these symbols communicate the concepts that comprise the definition of the American Dream discussed in the Encyclopedia entry?

II) Read the text of Emma Lazarus' poem and, after you have watched the videos related to the poem, answer the questions below.

The New Colussus
Not like the brazen giant of Greek fame

With conquering limbs astride from land to land;

Here at our sea-washed, sunset gates shall stand

A mighty woman with a torch, whose flame

Is the imprisoned lightning, and her name

Mother of Exiles.  From her beacon-hand

Glows world-wide welcome; her mild eyes command 

The air-bridged harbor that twin cities frame,

"Keep, ancient lands, your storied pomp!" cries she

With silent lips. "Give me your tired, your poor,

Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free,

The wretched refuse of your teeming shore,

Send these, the homeless, tempest-tossed to me,

I lift my lamp beside the golden door!"
by Emma Lazarus, New York City, 1883 http://xroads.virginia.edu/~cap/liberty/lazaruspoem.html 

1. What aspects of the Statue of Liberty does the poet emphasize in her choice of symbolism? 

2. How do the formal elements of the poem work to present the poet's ideas? Consider how her use of the sonnet form, punctuation, and rhyme emphasize particular words and images.

3. Why was this poem inscribed on the pedestal of the statue?

4. How did the poem shift the meaning of the statue away from Auguste Bartholdi's original motives?

III) After you have taken the Ellis Island Virtual Tour, answer the following questions:

1. Upon arriving at Ellis Island, all immigrants were subjected to medical examinations but were all classes of passengers treated equally? If not, what were the differences?

2. The Registry Room at Ellis Island was dominated by the symbolic presence of two huge [             ].  FILL IN THE SPACE.

3. Why was the Statue of Liberty so important to immigrants arriving at Ellis Island by sea? What were the symbolic meanings of the statue to those immigrants?
