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W
elcom

e to P
rofessor H

icks' blended-learning m
odule, “R

eading D
igital M

edia.” The 
m

odule w
ill com

prise a com
bination of face-to-face classes and online instruction. A

ll 
learning m

aterials w
ill be m

ade available online. W
e w

ill be using the U
niversity's 

M
oodle Learning M

anagem
ent S

ystem
, so all you need is access to a com

puter and 
an internet connection. S

hould you encounter any difficulties, m
y office hours are 

Tuesday 9-10am
 and Thursday 2-3pm

 or you can send m
e an em

ail. You can also 
post your questions in the discussion forum

, w
here you w

ill find a perm
anent thread 

relating to technical problem
s. I encourage you to post questions that you think w

ill 
be of concern to your classm

ates as w
ell.

E
xpected S

tudent 
A

udience
This unit can be taken by students in the 3rd year of the B

A program
 in E

nglish and 
requires that students have successfully com

pleted Years 1 and 2 in E
nglish 

Literature and textual analysis. S
om

e fam
iliarity w

ith the analysis of visual m
edia w

ill 
be an advantage but is not required. The class w

ill com
prise prim

arily local students, 
though w

e m
ay have som

e study abroad students w
ith us.

Teacher 
C

om
m

unication
You can contact m

e by em
ail m

e at hicks@
uni.edu or by telephone via the E

nglish 
D

epartm
ent office if you are unable to attend m

y office hour. I w
ill respond to your 

inquiry w
ithin 1 day, M

onday to Friday. P
lease note any non-urgent questions and 

bring them
 to our face-to-face class m

eetings. You m
ay not be the only student w

ith 
this particular question!

C
ourse D

escription
In this unit, students w

ill learn to apply the techniques of textual and im
agistic 

analysis to a num
ber of form

s of digital m
edia. W

e w
ill draw

 on the theory and 
practice of sem

iotics, to analyze m
edia such as: the digital landscapes represented 

in virtual field trips, im
ages of historical m

onum
ents and other sym

bolic landscapes, 
digital com

ic books, and online video gam
es.



Learning O
utcom

es
The learner w

ill be able to: 
– explain the principles of sem

iotic analysis to peers w
ithin the m

odule w
ith 90%

 
accuracy;
– identify appropriate analytical strategies w

ith w
hich to approach a digital artifact 

w
ith 90%

 accuracy;
– discuss the relationship betw

een w
ritten and visual com

m
unications w

ith 90%
 

accuracy;
– form

 an educated view
 of the effect of sym

bolism
 in digital m

edia w
ith 90%

 
accuracy;
– synthesize inform

ation from
 diverse online sources (provided by the instructor and 

identified by students) w
ith 90%

 accuracy;

Topics by W
eek

W
E

E
K

 O
N

E
: In-C

lass session: Introduction to B
lended Learning and the A

nalysis of 
S

ym
bolism

W
E

E
K

 TW
O

: The S
tatue of Liberty and the A

m
erican D

ream
W

E
E

K
 TH

R
E

E
: S

ym
bolic E

nvironm
ents: The C

olum
bian E

xposition
W

E
E

K
 FO

U
R

: In-C
lass session: analysis exercise and discussion

W
E

E
K

 FIV
E

: The S
ym

bolism
 of E

veryday O
bjects

W
E

E
K

 S
IX

: C
om

ics and Interactive C
om

ic B
ooks

W
E

E
K

 S
E

V
E

N
: In-C

lass session: analysis exercise and discussion
W

E
E

K
 E

IG
H

T: S
ym

bolism
 in Video G

am
es: Fictional S

ettings O
bjects, and 

E
nvironm

ents
W

E
E

K
 N

IN
E

: Video G
am

es: S
ym

bolic A
ction N

arratives
W

E
E

K
 TE

N
: In-C

lass session: U
nit R

eview
 and C

onclusions



E
xpectations of 

S
tudent P

articipation
S

tudents are expected to:
1. S

tart at least tw
o new

 discussion threads on the discussion forum
 each w

eek. A 
thread represents a new

 idea or question, w
hich m

ay lead from
 an existing thread 

but w
hich takes that thread in a new

 direction.
2. R

eply to at least 3 posts each w
eek on the discussion forum

.
3. P

ost an analytical blog post each w
eek on an assigned topic.

4. C
om

plete the w
eekly reading and view

ing tasks specified for each topic.
5. C

om
plete each w

eekly m
odule quiz.

6. W
ork collaboratively in assigned groups to plan and com

plete the sum
m

ative 
assessm

ent in the form
 of a digital new

sletter.
7. P

repare a 15-m
inute intervention for each synchronous in-class session, as 

described in the instructions for those sessions.

S
tudent 

C
om

m
unication 

E
xpectations

1. B
e courteous and respectful in all your com

m
unications.

2. P
roofread your posts and com

m
ents. U

se the spell check or gram
m

ar check 
functions of your w

ord processing program
 if you w

ish.
3. R

eply to em
ails and telephone calls from

 m
e w

ithin 1 day, M
onday to Friday.

4. R
eply to em

ails and telephone calls from
 classm

ates w
ithin 1 day, M

onday to 
Friday.

Late W
ork P

olicy
Late w

ork w
ill only be accepted after an extension has been granted by P

rofessor 
H

icks. P
lease contact m

e to discuss the reasons w
hy an extension of tim

e is 
required.

G
rading P

olicy
A

ll assignm
ents have equal w

eighting and are w
orth 100 points. 

Form
ative assignm

ents include quizzes, blog posts, and contributions to the 
discussion forum

. G
rades are posted every M

onday. The sum
m

ative assessm
ent for 

the U
nit is a collaboratively-produced digital new

sletter.

The cum
ulative grading scale:

A
: 80%

-100%
B

: 60%
-79%

C
: 40%

-69%
FA

IL: 40%
 and low

er



A
ssessm

ents
A

ssessm
ents include:

A w
eekly m

odule quiz that m
atches the learning objectives for the w

eek. The 
form

ative assessm
ent for the m

odule, com
prises the quiz, together w

ith the 
requirem

ent that you post a w
eekly blog post, and participate in the discussion forum

 
regularly, posting each w

eek 2 new
 threads and at least 3 responses to posts by 

classm
ates. 

A
t the end of the m

odule there w
ill be a final sum

m
ative assessm

ent in the form
 of a 

collaboratively-produced digital new
sletter.

G
rading criteria include:

Q
uizzes: autom

atically graded w
ith answ

er key
D

iscussion Forum
s: discussion forum

 checklist
M

odule quiz: com
bination com

puter-graded and teacher-graded w
ith acceptable 

answ
ers list

P
roject P

lans (x3) evaluated using the "G
rading R

ubric for a G
roup P

roject" designed 
by the E

berly C
enter for Teaching E

xcellence at C
arnegie M

ellon U
niversity: 

http://w
w

w
.cm

u.edu/teaching/assessm
ent/exam

ples/courselevel-
bycollege/hss/tools/jeria.pdf 

A
cadem

ic H
onesty

S
tudents are expected to com

plete their w
ork independently unless otherw

ise noted 
and to acknow

ledge their use of the w
ork of others according to appropriate 

scholarly conventions. The various form
s of acknow

ledgem
ent are set out in the 

E
nglish D

epartm
ent's “G

uide to A
cadem

ic W
riting”, w

hich can be accessed from
 the 

departm
ental w

ebsite.

C
onsequences for academ

ic dishonesty m
ay include: 

1. W
arning for a first offense, and reporting to the departm

ental D
irector

2. A
cadem

ic penalty such as a grade of 0 out of 100 given for the assignm
ent

3. Failure of the U
nit

4. R
epeated offenses w

ill be reported to the D
ean for further action

A
cceptable U

se P
olicy

1. A
ll activity over the U

niversity netw
ork m

ay be m
onitored.

2. M
isuse of U

niversity resources w
ill result in disciplinary action. 



S
tudent R

ight to 
P

rivacy
1. R

egistered students have the right to inspect and review
 their ow

n educational 
records m

aintained by the U
niversity.

2. S
tudents have the right to request that corrections be m

ade to their records w
hich 

they believe to be inaccurate.
3. O

nly w
ith the w

ritten perm
ission of the student w

ill the U
niversity release any 

inform
ation from

 a student's educational record.

Technology 
R

equirem
ents

S
tudents m

ust have access to the follow
ing:

1. Internet connected com
puter (dial-up service is insufficient)

2. K
eyboard and m

ouse.
3. A U

niversity IT account (your login to M
oodle is the sam

e as your em
ail login)

Technical problem
s should be directed to the C

om
puting C

entre H
elp D

esk 
(555.55.55). If the problem

 is not urgent, you can post it as a question in the relevant 
thread of the discussion forum

.

C
opyright S

tatem
ent

W
hile this m

odule is m
anaged by P

rofessor H
icks, the m

odule content is ow
ned by 

the U
niversity. The m

odule and its learning m
aterials m

ay not be copied, edited, or 
redistributed for any purpose, w

ithout prior w
ritten agreem

ent. Inquiries should be 
sent to hicks@

uni.edu. 

S
tudents w

ith 
D

isabilities
The U

niversity is com
m

itted to the full integration of students w
ith disabilities. A

n 
advisor is available for consultation and assistance; please contact the S

tudent 
W

elfare S
ervice for details.

P
lease contact P

rofessor H
icks if you require special accom

m
odations or flexible 

arrangem
ents in this m

odule because you have a special need.


